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dives auro es, froe opibus potensy 
Seu Marte pur ic elatus adorea, 
Agnoſce NUM EN gratus, et huc refer 
Juæcungus letum dels ad exitum. 
Buchanani Ver. P/alm. xxix. I. 


The Lord ſhall eauſe thine Enemies that riſe 
up againſt thee to be ſmitten before thy face : 
They ſhall come out again/i thee one Way, and 
fiee before thee ſeven Ways, Deut. xxviii. 7. 
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PSALM xvi, 8, | 
Give wnto the Lord the Ghry 
due unto bis Name. 

Y the Name of God is meant 
B the Divine N ature, which 
implies all glorious Perfection. This 
ſhines forth with ineffable Bri ght- 
neſs throu gh all the Works of 
Creation and Providenee. The 
ſublimeſt Ideas of Wiſdom, Power, 


and Goodneſs which the ER 
A "4 2 


EY 
Intelligence can poſſibly form are 
all involved in the Name of Gov. | 


To give the Honour due to his 
Name, 1 to entertain ri ight Notions 
of Gov, to expreſs by all proper 
Ways the higheſt Love and Af- 
fection to him, and to act as be- 
comes the Relation of Creatures 
to an all-wiſe, ali. powerful, all- 
bountiful Creator and Preſerver of 
the World. The Glory of Gop 
manifeſts itſelf 1 in a boundleſs Diſ- 
play of Wiſdom and Power over 


all the Works of Nature, But his 
Glory chiefly ariſes from his Good- 


[7] 
oh The Immenſity, Eternity, 
omnipotencè, and Omniſcience of 


Gop are doubtleſs grand Ideas, and 
form a noble and elevated Charac- 
ter: but if we could abſtract theſe 
Attributes from his Goodneſs, we 
ſhould paint to ourſelves an Image 
of magnificent Horror; a Being 
that would be the Object of Dread 
and Averſion, inſtead of Love and 
Joy. al 


In my following 2 I will 
endeavour, 


181 
iſt. To give a, general Deſcrip- 
tion of the Diving e 


pon 88 8 Ef 
685 of it in the remarkable Suc- 
ceſſes this Nation has obtained over 
our invetexate and np Ene- 
_ :- 10H roofs 3 


3dly, I will ſhow what Obliga. 
tions of Gratitude are due to Gop 
for theſe Succeſſes, and what ſort of 
Behaviour we ſhould. put on in 
reſpect to our King and Country. 


1ſt, 


[9] 
iſt, I will endeavour” to give a 


general Deſeription of the > Divine 
Goodneſs. | 


A * g that is above all Want 
can have no other Deſign than to 
communicate Happinefs. Vniver- 
ſal Nature every where proclaims 
this joyful Truth. "The Heavens 


declare the Goodneks, and conſe- 


quently the Gbry of. GOD, and the | 


Firmament Hue werb his handy Work. 
(Pſ.\xix: 1.) The sun and the Moon 
by their ſuitable Figures, and re- 
gular Motions, diffuſe not only 
_ and ' Splendor; but Uſe and 


Com- 
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Comfort to all, around them. 
By; te 177% 1 rlurfe pe and 


the various 'Sealons. which are 


N. 915 of innumerable Con- 


the = + hog it nenen the 
Face of Nature ſmile, and pours 


forth, an, infinite Variety of falu- 


tiferous Plants and F lowers. | Sum- 


mer increaſes the Length and $plen- 
dor of the Days, and ripens the 


Fruits of the Earth. Autumn 
yields in vaſt Profuſion, "immenſe 
ſtores of Corn, and other uſeful 
Productions. And even Winter 
affords its Pleaſures, its In- door 
— and ſocial | Gratifica- 


tions, 


11121 
tions, its rural Exerciſes, and man- 
iy Diverſions. The Variety bf each 
Seaſon enhances the Enjoyment of 
them. And with what beautiful 
and conſtant Regiarity 40 KINA re- 
PT ur | 


et 71 14 14 
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ABain; The Earth is aks 
lific by the Sun's enlivening Rays 
and timely Showers, which gives 
Life and Joy to the vegetable 
World, to Animals, and all the 


Human Species. The Air, by God's 
Appointment, continues to us the 
Power of Reſpiration, and admi- 
niſters various Refreſhment" to the 

4 Senſes. 
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| Provifon, not only bor the Sup- 


highly does it become us to ſay 
with the Plalmiſt; © Lord, how 
maniſold are thy Works! In Wiſdom 


1121 
Senſes. The watry Element opens 
its hidden Treaſures for our En- 


tertainment; and the Winds are 
commiſſioned by Gop to purify. the 


Air, and waft our Ships into foreign 
Climates, either for Buſineſs or 
Delight. How can we then ſuffi- 
cently admire the Goodnels, of 
Gop, . who. has made ſuch, ample 
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Pleaſure of bis Creatures | How 
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is full of thy Riches, — Thou openeſt 
thine Hand, and ſati git the Defire 
of every living Thing. (PL. eiv. 24. 
and Pf, cxlv. 16.) n 


Such are the general Effects of 
the Divine Bounty in his natural 
Providence. Let us now. turn our 
Thoughts to the moral Providence 
of Gop ; I mean his conſtant Care 
and Concern for the Happineſs of 
his Creature, Man, With what 
noble Faculties has he ' endowed 
us above all ſenſitive Animals. Thou 
haſt made him (ſays the Pjalmift) a 
litele lower than the Angels, and haſt 


B crowned 


, 
— 
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8 him with Glory and Hollow. 
Thou madeſt him to have Domi nion 


over the Works of thy Hands ; thou 


baſt put all thi ngs under bis feet: all 


Sheep and Oxen, yea, and the Beaſts 


"of the Fields, the Foul of the Air, 


abe Fiſh of the Sea, and whatſoever 
paſſeth through the Paths of the 


Sea. 


* What infinite Variety of pleaſ- 


ing Ideas are we capable of giving 
and receiving by means of our 


intellectual and moral Powers? 


What extenſive Knowledge and 
ſublime Delights does the Mind of 
| Man 


E 


Man attain by Contemplation and 


Study, by Reading, and generous 
Converſation? What home- felt Sa- 
tisfaction and inward Tranquility 


do we enjoy by a regular Applica- 


tion and due Government of our 


Appetites and Paſſions ? And even 


when we miſapply and abuſe our 
Affections and Deſires (as Human 
Infirmity too often does) the Good- 
neſs of Gop finds a Way to relieve. 
and reclaim us. He forgiveth our 


| Taiqui tres, and healeth our Diſeaſes. . 
He pitietb us as 4 Father does bis 
Children. For he knoweth our Frame; 

B2 he 
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be remembereth that we are duſt. 
1 ciii. 3. and xxili. 24.) 


The merciful Diſpenſation of 
his Goſpel gives us a ſure and 
comfortable Hope of this Indul- 
gence. And the Enjoyment of 
eternal Happineſs hereafter, is over 
and above promiſed to us when the 
Weakneſs and Vanity of this Life 
is at an End.” In all our Diſtreſſes 
and Troubles, both public and 
private, the never- failing Mercy of 
Gop is ever ready to deliver us. 
But this leads me to conſider, | 


[17] 
2dly. The particular Effects of 
the Divine Goodneſs in the remark- 
able Succeſſes this Nation has ob- 


tained over our inveterate and im- 
placable Enemies. 


The Providence of Gop has 
been conſtantly diſplayed in pro- 
tecting this Nation againſt Popery 
and arbitrary Power; of which, 
many ſtriking Inſtances might be 
produced out of the Britiſh Hi: 
tory. But this Day 8 Solemnity 
requires our more immediate At- 
tention to the glorious Succeſſes we 
have obtained in the preſent War. 
B 3 That 
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That ambitious Monarch the French 
King, who wants to inſlave and 
Conquer this Iſland, had ſet all his 
Engines at Work for this direful 
purpoſe. He had laboured with 
inceſſant Pains to ruin our Co- 
lonies abroad, to | divide us at 
Home, to corrupt our Allies, and 
embroil all Europe in his unjuſt 
Quarrels. 'To defeat this black 
up a Prince in our Alliance, whoſe 
Talents of Wiſdom and Fortitude 
are above the common Lot of Hu- 
manity. This glorious Prince, by 
a happy Conjunction with our own. 

4 > moſt 


1 

nimous King, has by a ſeries of 
ſignal Victories reſtrained not only | 
the Power of France, but Auſtria, 
Ruſſia, and Sweden, upon the Con- 
tinent. The brave Prince Ferdi. 
rand, one of his Majeſty's own 
Generals, has obtained ſack a Vie- 
| tory at Minden under the Diſad- 
vantages of ſuperior Numbers and 
ſtrong Intrenchments, as plainly 
ſhows the Bleſſing of Heaven at- 
The taking of Goree, Guardalbupo, 
Louiſbourgh, Quebec, and all the 
principal Farts in French, Canada. 

3 ought 


[ 20 ] 

ought to be looked upon as ſignal 
Interpoſitions of Divine Providence. 
It has pleaſed the great Superin- 
tendent of the World, to give Suc- 
ceſs to his Majeſty's Arms in all 
the four Parts of this earthly 
Globe. So that the French now 
are reduced to the higheſt Diſtreſs. 
Their Finances are impoveriſhed, 
their Trade i is deſt royed, their Men 
of War dare not face our Men 
of War; and the few Remains of 
their Merchant Veſſels lie rotting 
in their Harbours. What endleſs 
Gratitude is therefore due to the 
Divine Goodneſs for theſe remark- 

able 


2 


able Succeſles! And next to Gor, 
what accumulated Praiſe and ſub- 


ſtantial Rewards ſhould be paid 


to thoſe heroic. Officers and all the 
brave Seamen and Soldiers that have 
ſo intrepidly expoſed their Lives 
for the Good of their Country. 
Illaftrions Examples of true Pa- 


triotiſ m! who - chearfully undergo 


| 


all the Fatigues and Horrors of 
War to keep us ow n happy at at 
Home. py 


of Fame, let us pay our Tribute of 


Praiſe 'to thy ſacred Memory, O 
Wolf! 
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Wolf! who didſt bravely fall in the 
Field of Honor, and placidly re- 
ſign thy precious Life, when thou 
heardſt the Victory proclaimed 
which thy Magnanimity had ſhown 
the Way to. No Tears can recall 
thy Preſence; but thou ſhalt ſhine 
in future Hiſtory with unfading 
Luſtre; and we may comfort our- 
ſelves under the great Loſs of Thee 
with this certain Perſuaſion, that 
He who dyd fo nobly in the Ser- 
vice of his Country, i is now enjoy- 
ing conſummate Glory and Hap- 
| 2 in * Regions of Paradiſe. 
tvs Amidſt 


_ 

Amidſt theſe public Congratula- 
tions, twould be unpardonable to 
omit how much the Management 
of our Wiſe and good King, and a 
faithful Adminiſtration, have con- 
tributed to theſe glorious Succeſſes. 
They are to be conſidered under 
Providence a8 the firſt Inſtruments | 
of Good to us, who have molt ju- 
diciouſly plan'd what our brave 
Warriors have ſo vigorouſly exe- 
cuted. © 8 


To theſe ſignal Effects of the 
Divine Goodneſs to this Nation, I 


[24] 

hall only add one remarkable In- 
ſtance more which is obvious to 
all; and that is the fine Harveſts 
and great Plenty, of all Kinds of 
Neceſſaries which our Land has 
produced during the War. This 
has enabled us to ſupport the great 
Expences of it, while our Enemies 
have been deſtitute of Reſources to 
raiſe Money. 


© Having thus given you a gene- 
ral Deſcription of the Divine Good- 
neſs, and conſider d the particular 
Effects of it in the many ſignal Suc- 
ceſſes we have gain 4 over the Ene- 


my, 
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my, I ſhall now briefly ſhow, un- 
der the third Branch of this Diſ- 
courſe, What Obligations of gra= 
titude are due to God for theſe Suc- 
ceſſes, and what ſort of Behavior 
we ſhould put on in reſpect to our 
King and Country. 


As all Mankind live under the 
general Influence of Divine Provi- 
dence, it behoves all to join in the 
general Duty of Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving: But thoſe who receive 
particular Marks of his Favor, 
ought to ſhow particular Thank- 
fulneſs. Let them (ſays the Pſal- 

| C - miſt) 


[ 26 ] 
m itt) give Thanks, , rohom® the Lord 


| hath redeem'd and delivered from the 


Hand of the Enemy. (Pf, cvii. 2.) 


If therefore Love naturally be- 
gets Love, if Beneficence claims 
any Return of Gratitude, if we 
have any Honeſty of Heart, or In- 
genuouſneſs of Temper, we muſt 
own ourſelves quite baſe and Inex- 
cuſable, if we neglect to pay our 
higheſt Acknowledgments of the 
Divine Goodneſs. | h 


| paths even amongſt Men, 


is a moſt hateful Temper, To ſee 


indi- 


1271 
indigent Perſons, after numberleſs 
Favours received, forget, nay of- 


ten affront, their Benefactors, is 


moſt vile and deteſtable: But for 
Men to forget God, the Source of 
all Good, to forget Him, in whom 


they I ve ond move, and have their 


Being, exceeds by infinite Degrees 
all Acts of Ingratitude that one 
Man can commit againſt another. 
How then can we ſufficiently 
expreſs the , overflowing Goodneſs 
of God? We may ſay with the 
wiſe Son of Sirach, . How: ſhall aur 


be able to magnify Him? for. 1 


great above all bis Works, The Lord 
C . | 1 5 


930 
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15 terri 'ble and very great, and mar- 
vellous is bis Power. When you glo- 
rify the Lord, exalt him as much as 
you can; for even yet vill be far er-. 
ceed; and when you exalt him, put 
forth all your firength, and be not 
| weary, for you can never g far e 

nough, (Eccl. xliii. 28, 29, 30% 3 


We fhould exert all the Powers 
of our reaſonable Nature, and ex- 
prefs onr Gratitude to God in the 
moſt reaſonable Ways, 1. e. by 
Prayer, by Contemplation, and a- 
bove all by obeying his Laws. For 


(as tlie wiſe Preacher juſt quoted 
| a ob- 


291 


obſerves). He that keepeth the Law, 
bringeth Offerings :enow ; be that ta- 
keth heed to the Commandment, offer- 
eth @ Peace-Offering. He that re- 
queſteth 4 Good Turn, offereth- fine 
Flour ; and he that giveth Alms, ſa- 
crificeth Praiſe, To depart from 
Wickedneſs is a Thing pleaſing: tothe 
Tord, and to forſake Unrighteouſnefs 
ig Propitiation. (Eccl. xxxv. 1, 2, 39 


Jou fee plainly from theſe 
Words, that Works of Juſtice and 


Mercy to our Fellow-Creatures, are 


| the moſt acceptable Praiſes to God, 
And this indeed is agreeable to tlie 
W C 3 rea- 
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I] 
reaſon of the Thing itſelf. For 
as God is above all Want, our ver- 
bal Expreſſions of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving cannot poſlibly do 
Him any Service, But when we 
imitate his Moral Character, that 
noble Part of it in particular, bis 
Benevolence 1 Mankind, we then 
approach to the neareſt Reſem- 
blance of the Divine Nature, and 
conſequently pleaſe him moſt. This 
Conſideration therefore naturally 
leads me to add a few Words con- 
cerning what fort of Behaviour we 
up to my on 3 to cor 


With 
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With regard to our Sovereign; 


we ought to pay him the moſt 
faithful Allegiance, Honor, and du- 
tiful Submiſſion. The Laws of the 
Land injoin this upon us, the Laws 
of Chriſtianity require the fame, 
and the Mildneſs and Equity of 
his Majeſtys Government have 
render' him always deſerving, not 


only of the ſtricteſt Fidelity, but 


of the . Aﬀetlion a and d Bren, 


As to the Behaviour we ſhould 
ſhow to our Country, this conſiſts in 
a chearful Obedience to the Laws, 
which are made for its Welfare, in 
7 avoid- 


| 
| 
' 


[ 32 ] 
avoiding all ſeditious Speeches and 
Practices, and in ſtriving to lead a 
qui et and peaccable Life in all God. 
lineſs and Honeſty. (1 Tim. ii. 2.) 


We ſhould in particular lay a- 
ſide thoſe narrow, (ſelfiſh Notions 
of Party, which oftentimes lead us 
to. hate and perſecute thoſe that 
differ from us. Every one has, 
doubtleſs, a Right to Judge for him- 
ſelf in matters of Politics and Re- 
ligion. But no one has a Right to 
diſturb the Peace of Society, to ſa- 
crifice Truth and Common Senſe, out 
of Zeal to his own Side, Mych 


[ 33 ] 
leſs has any one a Right to throw 


off Good. Nature, a and 


Charity. 


But the principal Duty every 
Subject of Great Britain is now 
calld upon to obſerve is, Dnani- 


mity; We ſhould unite all our . 


Heads and Hearts and Hands to 
oppoſe the common Enemy. Their 
bad Succeſs in the Progreſs of the 
War feems to have made them def- 


perate. Una ſalus vittis nullan ſpe» 


rare ende fays the Prince of Po- 


And this Deſpair may put 


Hem upon th cen f. 
ter- 
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terpriſes. Tho' the Wings of their 
Ambition have been ſo cloſely cut, 
and their Power in a manner de- 
moliſhed abroad, they threaten us 
with an Invaſion at Home. In 
this Situation 'tis proper to remind 
you, that the French have their 
Emiſſaries in every Corner of the 
World, who are ſtudying to effect 
by Fraud and Treachery what they 
cannot do by open Violence. I 


— 


make no doubt but the Vigilance 
of the Government will. penetrate 
their dark Deſigns ; and tis to be 
hoped every-true Proteſtant Subject 
will contribute * beſt Endeavours 

to 


351 
to fruſtrate the political Intrigues 
of the French, as well as their out- 


ward Arms. The Government in- 


deed, and the Nation in general, 


(to their immortal Honour be it 
ſpoken) have obſerv'd an agreeable 
Harmony in carrying on the War 
for ſome time paſt; which has been, 


under. Providence, a great Means of 


our late Succeſſes. Let the ſame 


Harmony continue, and we need 


not doubt but the weak Menaces | 


of a French Invaſion will be as 
vain and fruitleſs as their other At- 
tempts have been abroad. 
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I fall conclude this Exhortation 
in the Words of a renown'd Hero 
upon a like Occaſion juſt before his 


Death. Ze have geen all that. the 


Lord your Gad hath done wnto theſe 


. Nations, becauſe of you; for the Lord 


your God is be that bath Fought for | 


you — therefore fear the Lord, 
and ſerwe him in Sincerity and in Truth, 
and Put away the Gods which your 


Fathers ſerved on the other Side of the 


Flood, and in Ehe, and ſerve ye 
the Lerd. (Joſhua xxl, Ver. 3. and 


: Chap. xiv. 14.) 
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